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World War II 


There were 56,000 Jewish individuals living in the city – almost a quarter of the total population.


There had been Jews living in Krakow for approximately 700 years.  





The German army occupied Krakow in the first week of September 1939. In March 1941 the Germans ordered the creation of a ghetto in Krakow and concentrated those Jews in the city inside its walls. They June of the same year the Krakow SS established two forced labour camps for Jews in the suburb of Plaszow. During this period Jewish people were also deported to the death camp of Belzec.


The final liquidation of the ghetto took place in March 1943, with individuals being sent to Plaszow and Auschwitz-Birkenau.  





After the war some 10,000 Jewish people found themselves in Krakow. Some had lived there before the war, others had not. With pogroms and individual murders during 1946 many emigrated, and today there are only around 200 Jewish people in the city. 


In recent years there has been a renewed interest in Jewish ancestry and heritage. Though of course the void left by the Holocaust can still be clearly seen in the former Jewish area of Kazimierz shown in this photograph.  
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