
Royal Wootton Bassett Academy’s Holocaust, genocide and human rights 

programme 

 

The UNICEF Rights Respecting Schools Award has been a significant journey for all at Royal 

Wootton Bassett Academy over the last 5 years. Through this journey we have engaged in a 

range of processes to increase awareness and application of the UNCRC to the point where it has 

become an embedded part of our philosophy and an intrinsic underpinning of our now well 

recognised Holocaust, genocide and human rights programme (HGP).  

The core vision for the RRSA is to develop a culture that values and respects rights for all, not 

necessarily just those within the school community; the outlook is a local, national and global one. 

With this in mind the curriculum has aimed to make connections between the real world and the 

articles of the UNCRC, a particular focus of which has been on the type of world that could exist 

when rights are abandoned.  

This has given us the opportunity to look at the stages of a genocide, in particular, through the 

lens of the Holocaust; a clear and terrifying example of the results of a world that has a distinct 

absence of formalised or protected rights. These activities encourage our students to investigate 

the role that the UNCRC can have from ensuring one’s identity is protected and safeguarding the 

individual from harm, through to ensuring a standard of life and play is guaranteed by nation 

states.   

Rights and values education is a key part of the ‘Bassett Way’. It shapes our outlook and 

curriculum model as ‘a global school in a local community’, speaking as it does to both or 

individual and communal activities.  

So, to give you a flavour of our approach consider first our values of the month posters – which 

provides a visual stimulus and focus of our tutor time and assemblies throughout the year. This 

month’s – focuses upon determination, but like all months 

highlight a UNCRC article for reflection and application, this 

time focuses upon 6, ‘the right to life’. 

The posters point to a series of literacy links, and awareness 

days or events that are to be marked or acknowledged in school 

that month, Remembrance Day last month, or this month, 

Human Rights Day and International Migrants Day. These help 

to stimulated related discussion points in ilearn/tutor time and 

will be reinforced and explored by the SLT in weekly 

assemblies. Often these also link to our Word of the Week – this 

week ‘Mediate’ and we look to apply the word to a range of 

contexts, including its use within a human rights vocabulary. 

Human Rights at RWBA have massively been influenced by our 

UCL Beacon School work, and in particular by the story and 

example of Janusz Korczak. We have sought to draw attention to Korczak as his pedagogic and 

children’s rights principles are truly what underpins the understanding of the rights of the child that 

we explore and advocate so much. We feel it important the students understand the life and 

legacy of Korczak through their Holocaust provision, but also in their civics, and so when we travel 

to Poland and work with the students of our exchange visit, we champion this Pole who should be 

more loved and admired, more well-known in his homeland and abroad, than he currently is. Our 

students know who he is, thanks to when they do the Timeline activity and realise that without 

him, their understanding of rights, and ability to contribute to student voice groups in school, 

student and youth parliament and ambassador opportunities would be radically different.  



For this Human Rights Day, Miss Wetherall will be leading a special bespoke workshop on rights 

with a group of Year 8 students, whilst tutors will be talking all things rights (children’s, women’s, 

refugee, LGBT, and others) in pastoral time. In addition, our future personal development days 

(PD days) will be underpinned by a right’s respecting agenda and we will continue to embed a 

rights respecting vocabulary, making links and high-lighting examples throughout our curriculum. 

This week the school will also mark Genocide Awareness Day, with two special events that will 

include the welcome of two survivors; Eric Murangwa MBE (survivor of the genocide against the 

Tutsi in Rwanda), and Bosnian survivor Safet Vukalic – throughout both workshop days, the failure 

to respect, champion and fight for human rights will be examined. RWBA will collaborate with 

Hanham Woods Academy (another UCL Beacon School) to enable students to reflect and 

consider how rights hold societies together and what happens when those rights, indeed people’s 

citizenship is not protected or indeed rescinded. 

Tim Waldron – Royal Wootton Bassett Academy. 

 

You can follow @RWBAHolocaust to find out more how their #HumanRightsDay and related activities 

progress. 

 


